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For immediate release

The Village of Ada, like most utilities, local governments and residents across the country, has been paying close attention to what is
unfolding in Flint, Michigan and Sebring, Ohio. Residents in those communities continue to hear about lead in their public drinking
water systems. Our thoughts go out to those residents as they continue to use bottled water for all drinking, cooking and consuming
needs.

The Village of Ada would like to take this opportunity to talk about our own public drinking water system and the local practices we
follow to keep our drinking water safe for our residents. While the current national discussion revolves around lead, Ada is vigilant in
testing our drinking water and reporting results as required by federal and state regulations. Ada continues to be in compliance with the
regulations as required by the Ohio EPA.

Lead and copper: what are they?

Lead and copper are naturally occurring metals found in the environment. Lead and copper that are found in samples from drinking
water often come from the pipes through which the water flows, not within the water itself.

How does the Village test for lead and copper?

The Village of Ada follows strict sampling and testing guidelines as set forth by the Ohio EPA. The Ohio EPA currently requires the
village to take water samples to test for lead and copper every three (3) years. Lead and copper tests were conducted in 2013, and will
be conducted again in 2016. In 2013, zero of the tested samples were found to have levels in excess of the action level. The village
has been testing for lead and copper since 1992, when the Ohio EPA began requiring the tests to be conducted.

The village is required to collect samples from 20 homes within the village. Once collected, the samples are sent to a testing laboratory
which has been certified by the Ohio EPA. The laboratory then provides the test results to the Ohio EPA and the village. The village
then contacts the homeowners of the testing locations with the results.

What does the village do to minimize the amount of lead and copper that may come out of older plumbing systems?

Water chemistry plays an important role in all public water systems and the Village of Ada water treatment operators are well trained
and responsible for keeping your drinking water safe. Our operators follow regulations to perform daily lab tests. One of those tests
checks the pH of our water. Adjustments are then made to the drinking water chemistry so the water will form a protective layer
between the pipe and the water flowing through the pipe. This protective layer keeps the lead and copper that may be in your home's
pipes from being deposited into your drinking water as it passes through the pipes.

How can | keep up to date on our drinking water?

The village makes available to the public an annual document called the Consumer Confidence Report, commonly referred to as the
CCR. This report is a drinking water quality report, and contains information about the drinking water right here in Ada. Providing you
this report is one more way that Ada remains in compliance with Ohio EPA regulations. The report has been mailed with water bills in
the past and new guidelines allow us to make the report available on our website, www.adaoh.org (under Notices). The most recent
CCR is currently available on our website and we are working to have the CCR linked to the US EPA website in the future.

Our drinking water is safe, but what if | want more information?

Residents are always welcome to contact the Water Office at 419-634-4045 with questions. The Village continues to use the village
website and The Village Voice articles that are submitted to local news media to pass along information. For further information, please
consider visiting one of the follow websites:

US Environmental Protection Agency: http://www.epa.gov/your-drinking-water

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency: http://epa.ohio.gov/ddagw/DrinkingandGroundWaters.aspx

American Water Works Association: http:/www.drinktap.org/water-info/whats-in-my-water/lead-in-water.aspx

We hope you find this information helpful. Please contact the Village Office at 419-634-4045 with any questions.




